the CALDWELL

NURSERIES project

With this project Cheshire Gardens Trust aims to share
t he horti cul tur al heri tag
Knutsford The nurseries were a family business operati

for over 200 years finally closing in 1992.

CALDWELL
1

Cal dwel | 6s s hop be fhelbelRoadyearlym@0sn nur s e Mhe extended shob In the 1960s

The nurseries passed
through six generations
of O WCaldwell®a m

William Caldwell (185% 1918) surrounded by his family c. 1908 Wiliam (1887%1953) and Arthur Caldwell | Wllllam CaIdweII (1923 2001) and Don
In partnership 1918 1939 Leaman, co directors, 1975



the CALDWELL

NURSERIES project

Cal dwel | 0s Nurserili es was
with nursery sites irKnutsfordand atOllerton and
Barnshawemploying a significant workforce.

Cal dwell 6s seed measures

oYouod dip the seed
and draw 1t back wuUnN

Tl k s cnd up with a level teaspoon of that
DETTATNEESSN particul ar seed. Y
The long border at the main nursery where mature plants were displayedj t h t he sh fl, : : ~
Leyl_andtihat had been put on the border deliber@d%él’;”bkolf’§?§@|tctlﬂsaotmeqsS hotv'au c k
bavid Caldwel seeds arpacketed fonLeaman

;{;.:ifé.‘n:_ AT b ) : A
From 0601884 descripti\
Veget able and FIl ower

(‘: ’ X o> '\",t_‘-

The main nursery about 1959.

From left to right- Mr Crimes, Mr AlecHarrop, Sid Taylor hidden behind Alétarrop, Jack Painter, g
Arthur Chorlton, an unknown person in front of Arthu€horlton, Mr Bill Shard, Sid Holland at the PR
back then JohnWalton and Mr Bill Coleman, and at the front David and Jane Caldwell, aged 8 a

OThey used to grow abo d B
| ovely to see jJust a f 1 ¢isEs
David Cooke, employee

Budding the rose stocks was a back breaking job
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records and the memories of family, staff and customers Ol
develop a website, exhibition, publication and talks. . o
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An i1l lustration from Cal dwel
catal ogue of Vegetable and F|

Customers used
the catalogues to
; | ' place their orders.

Jack Daniels, manager of Cal dwell 0s King Street fl or

KnutsfordMay Queen Monica Drinkwater in 1949. Hervey Aston of Aston Hall orders in1791

Cheshire Gardens Trust are grateful to volunteers and funders for making this project possible

. — The Royal Botanical and Horticultural Society
- ® of Manchester and the Northern Counties
¢ The National Lottery - (—

through the Heritage Lottery Fund lottery fund

CHESHIRE
http://www.caldwellarchives.org.uk/ GARDENS TRUST




the CALDWELL

NURSERIES project

The pl ants s ol ahdibdged Cyaal rainseeymeas
can be divided into the 0@

The nursery always sold large
numbers of vegetable plants an
seeds. In 1880 they produced si
Caldwell strains of vegetables.
By 1946 they were using nhames
assoclated withikKnutsfordand

t helr |1 ogo suc
OCranfordo pea
OKi ng Canut eo

Images of celery and Long Scarlet Short Top radish from
W. G. Caldwell and Sons 1884 Vegetable and Flower Seed
Catalogue.Courtesy of Cheshire Archives and Local Studies

Runner bean Painted Lady
by Christine WilcBaker

The Caldwell ledgers from the 1790s @&
and 1830s contain many orders for fruit .=

[ ] [ ] [ ]
trees. These included varieties of
5 Yy 5 -~ 3 -, ol ¥ . - v 3 S\
WUORIBRRY AMND SHBDIM A,
] . . Finuigierd,
r I t t r I I f r PRICED CATALOGUE FOR 1v28, AND 1sos
a ‘ ‘ ’ Ile‘ a Iles all‘ I ea‘ eS ‘ ' '. - s D + I
, & .i?.ﬂl-.!-, txnr.“pl:\yllr:!, 2t .20 0 Per 1600 E Fir, Norway Sproce, 2 veasold.. 4 0 Per 10
Ditto, Ditto, 3and 4 feet.,, .25 0 p: Ditto, teansplanted, ) foot.eere. 10 0 ——eee
. ) ;s;::, secdlings, 2years olil, ...... 3-0 — 5 Ditto, " 2fect........ 15 0 —
itto, t 0 ——- N Ditue 3 foe 25 J—
Ditto M 7 ! f“‘ . 5 Bleet.ooen...2 S
itgo:2 —_— N Ditto, Balm Gilead, transp. 1 ot 30 0 ee—m
Dfll t 0 - : Ditto, transplanted, 2 fiet. .75 0 -
Ditt 0 — s Ditto, Wermonth Pine, Do, 1 £t 30 0
Ditto, » Gand S feet, .90 0 < Ditto, > w o 2fert 45 0 ——
Beeeh, seedlings, 1 vearold..o... 3 6 —— s Horube. sl & '
Ditto, transplanted, 1 foot........15 0 —— N ors ronm, secdlings, 3 yeareull. 4 6
X N Ditto, transpianted, 1} and 2 foet 20 0 ———
Ditto, o PN TOT SR 20 0 —— S . %
. Ditto, ! R &5 i 5 Ditto, o Jfecte, e 30 0 ——
H . (37 FOTRR —
Bireh, ' Dfoctinsvind ) R 3 Hollies, o G, and 12inches 40 0 ——
Ditto, 2 Y P 10 0 — E Laseh, x lyearold.ooot 3 0 ——
~J Chesnut Horse, scedlings, 2 yrsold 7 6 —— 5 Ditto, transplanted, 1} and 2 fiet 12 6 ——
Ditto, tansplanted, 1 and 2 feet, . 13 0 —— N ."fu“‘ L 3 '}' tonnee a0 ==
’ Ditto, o S and 4 feet. .30 0 S p:uu, » L RS SRR, ) I | Jp——
Ditto, » Sand 6 fect, .40 Q0 ——— : QOaksy Lrglish, seediings, 2y old 7 6 ——-
Ditto, Spanish, seedlings, 1 yearold 17 6 —— S Ditto, tansplanted, 13 & 2 fier,, .20 0 ——
Ditto, - 2Qvearsold20 0 — R Ditto, - 3fect........ W 0 —
Dittn, trancplanted, 1§ and 2 feet 35 0 — E Ditto, » S Rot o ssvaiii 7050 amss
, :;f“"» » 42:"" Jfet, 00— E Poplar, Black ltakian, 3 feet,.....30 0 —
1tto, ¥ fect e vioaied 33 0 — - ni
. itto, » B dfecte.o 0 0 —ee
Eln, English, grafied, 3 fect.....12 6 — 100 ’: Ditto, ,: 5fect...... 50 0 —
] Dite, w MEet...17 6 — S Dty G e iGiRer oo 60 0 ——
Ditto, ”» » Sfect....25 0 —— s Ditto, 5 - Tand Sfict 80 0 ——
Ditto, \\'.:‘rlv, transplanted, 3 and 30 0 — 1000 ? Ditto, , =, ”» Yand 10 fect 99 ¢ ——
R L N
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; P oo Di 5and G %o Z
Belle de Pontoise. Ditto, tansplanted, 1 year . ...... 76 —— N o . Sanl et 0, O o
o Ditto, ' 1fo0t.eenn... 15 0 b Thomquicks, @ yearold.vo.vvvnie 3 0 ——
ng of P|ppms. Ditto, 5 14 and 2 feet .20 0 3 Ditto, 2ycarsold. .ovvvvnnvniins 7 6 ——e
Ditto, " 8 feetesanans 83 9 e N Ditte, tr ed, 4 vearsold.... 12 6 ——ee
7 Ditto, Norway Spruce, sccdliw:s.z g N Willows, zdon, $and J feet 75 0 ——
Mooty B¢ 3 0 — 3 S ! .
AVAILABLE FORMS OF TREE A A~ S i : , 2 Dyearcid. ... cee$ 00 T ] Whitehe i 15 0 — 100
B—Bush, H—Half-standard, ST—Standard, C—Single Cordon, E—Espalier. \ ‘:}/7 V&‘ fs s ice ( A Choice. Assortment of Stawdard awd Drarr F Trees.
' % ¢ - 758 Standard and Dwarltrain’d PEACHES, NECTARINGS ‘I‘I‘l('l)’l'\: TARS : A
' » : (7 warlt SACUHES, NECTARINES, APR S, PEARS, PLUMS, CHERRIES, &e.
SYMBOLS USED L (/2 Iip : a7 - m"T I Vi . ’ ‘ '
; il  Medi 2 o Neiad 2K T & 4 k e A I f n h F 1 __ TINETRAIN'D VINES, IN POTS, OF THE MOST APPROVED KINDS. -
Size of fruit: 1 Large, 2—Medium, 3—Small. Season of use: I-XII. &Q e’*‘\ Ji:"" o 'g.\ /i <) :‘. > to tw.t‘ p p eS ro e ru I roWer S An Extensive Cx:l!cclmn of EVERGREENS, and Decichious Flowering SHRUBS, at the very Lowest Prices,
Y 3 Y /A NA N SR e GARDEN SEEDS, of cvery description, werranted tr with ceery other Article counceted with the
e '.. " (% N,/ ¢ oe . " - . Nursery and Seed Busivess.
4 ‘ )= 1 P G ul e 1892 JO n er t W. C. & Sox offers 100 nanicd Roses, one Plunt of L/
. { A e a gntt t ‘tg y i o2 E wses, one Plunt of each, for 20s.
: A - > ) tu - . . . . GREEN, PRINTER, KNUTSFORD,
@ g N F.R.H.S. with illustrations by Miss A
N s LEE e / < = . . . .
Wake k4% 8 7 culinarp Berbs
May Rivers, J.S.Virtue & Co. Ltd
. 2 ay Rivers, J.o.virtue 0. .

WM. Caldwell and Son priced catalogue 1824,

%v&/ % / AP ,
o= = @gﬂm%ﬂlé the earliest known Caldwell catalogue

From Cal dwel |l 6s 1975 Gener al Ca,t l.ogue " - , ,
Silowinr nf ;Kmltﬂf%l'h ; comprising a single printed list of trees.

€31.1780
reamisiiae |0 the 18" century nurserymen grew
t housands aquick®t,r et ¢
seedlings, for hedging. Tree planting was
promoted to provide timber for industry
and construction. Trees were also planted a
part of estate and agricultural improvement
for shelter, game and fox hunting.

Espali er apple James Grieve from Cal dwel |l 0s
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Decor at i

Camellias had become
popular by the 1830s, but
at that time they were
thought to be tender and
SO were grown under glass
rather than in the
shrubbery.

TLLUSTRATED AND DESCRIPTIVE CATALOGUE OF SEEDS FOR 1884. 19
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A camellia bought fronCaldwellsin the 1970s and still
thriving in a sheltere&nutsfordgarden. ‘

Acroelinium, Roseum flore pleno. New Calendula officinalis fl. pl. Meteor. Splendid
variety of one of the most desireable Ever- variety, with light orange flowers, a pro-
lasting Flowers. The blooms are perfectly fuse and long bloomer, first rate for Autumn
double and larger than the single varieties, and DadE e R St s per pkt. 6d.

Cyclamen Persicum Giganteum.
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of a bright pink or rose colour ..per pkt. 1/6
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Yucca Gardener's Magazih826,
CourtesC h e t librany s

Donovan Caldwell Leaman discovered a field maple
seedling with exceptional autumn colour. He named
it Acer campestraVilliam Caldwell, after his cousin.

= A T - ’/,\

Begonia Freebelli. This ‘splendid variety
forms one of the most useful of plants for
blooming during the Summer months. The
blooms are bright searlet, and formed in

Capsicum Williams? Little Gem. The plant
is of dwarf branching habit, and literally
covered with small bright scarlet berries—

per pkt. 1/6

bouquets, and last for a long time. A
splendid bedding plant.......... per pkt. 1/6
—— Roezli. Bears beautiful nmbels of deep
red flowers, and grown in a temperate house
produces them in uninterrupted succession
from October to March......... per pkt. 1/6

Calceolarias, finest variety per pkt. 1/6 & 2/6

Carnations, Extra CrorcE Bizarre and FLAKE.
These are saved from the finest stage varieties,
and will produce an assortment of superbly
coloured varieties, including Flakes, Bizarres,
and Selfs. The Carnation is indispensable in
all gardens for its varied and richly coloured
flowers and delicious perfume. .. .... pkt. 1/6

By1833 Cal dwel

several Dahlias cultivars,

i nc | we |

Purple Globe.

| udi ng

Furgerpinen Buring Nine Reigns

, CAIPBYEIL'S

WBicentenary
1780-1980

Coniferous
Wrees

no longer listed .
i n Cal dwe

Rockery

. . . Conifers
Princess Victoria

The Annual Dahlia Register 1836

Conifer cataloguel1980

ia Osborne and Carol Cpm
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Caldwellsvon1st and 2¢ prize
for their hanging baskets at

urtesKnutsfordsuardan
| e

d

\IV G Cjal@ell and SonsVegetable
and Flower Seed catalogue 1884

Chelsea Flower Show in 1985.
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The George & Dragon (now the Royal George ) was a
coaching inn with mail coaches going to London, Liverpool
and Birmingham. Some nursery goods were left at the Inn
for collection by coach. The I nnkeeper
bought vegetable and fl ower seeds fron

Dr Peter Holland
CourtesKnutsfordHeritage Centre

Established iIKnutsfordin

1783 Peter Holland,

El 1 zabet h Gas
e was medical practitioner to

The ar o e Rl George ot the Stamfordsat Dunham,

grown her vegetables. -
e - = = =, ST CourtesKnutsfordderitage Centre the Le|CeSter$t Tabley1 the
This view of Kings Street shows the Royal George on the right and just Egertonﬁt Tatton and the
behind the nearest gentleman 1 s the shop that | dwel 0s Fl ori st
shop. CourtesynutsfordHeritage Centre KcCappin Gregsat Quarry Bank I\/I|||

He lived at Church House
with two acres of land.

1795 he ordered potatoes,
peas, beans, parsley, carrots
radish, turnip seed, garlic,
and fennel.

Mr Christmas, Governor
of Knutsford Gaol was
popular but not entirely
honestHe had a habit o
pocketing the finedHe
was dismissed in 1835.

InsideKnutsfordGaol ¢.1919 when it had ceased being a prison but was
being used by the Ordination Test School.
Courtes¥KnutsfordHeritage Centre
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The Sessions House and prison,taken from the churchtowerof Her e 1 s Mr Chri st mas 0s ClurciiHouse, braner @ame df Br3Hdlland.
Church of St. John the BaptiStourtesKnutsfordHeritage Centre.  Courtesy: Cheshire Archives and Local Studies CourtesyKnutsfordHeritage Centre



