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Mark Watson interviewed by Sue Eldridge
Mark Watson - grandson of the owner of the Red House, James Smith, customer of Caldwell’s and employer of gardeners, Frederick Sand and Pete Lofthouse.
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Interview summary

	00.00.00
	Mark (born 15th March 1953) introduced himself and described his early years in Oxford. His parents had met as students at Oxford. Describes how he developed an interest in geology and went to University in Manchester 1971-1974. Following university he spent 1974-1986 as a petroleum geologist on oil rigs.


	00.02.50
	Mark describes his grandfather and mother and his grandfathers career in cotton and then Courtaulds, eventually buying The Red House in Chelford. He describes how he spent all his holidays there, as well as the last 2 terms at university.

	00.07.04
	A very detailed description of the very large garden at the Red House, on the corner of Peover Street. It was very much longer than it was wide. It included a big rockery, a large lawn, lots of trees, a tennis court, an orchard, a long fence with loganberries and blackberries, large sheds (full of equipment, a workbench, old tools etc.), a sandpit., a veg garden, with strict rotation, a frame full of marrows

	00.14.11
	He describes how his grandmother dies and his grandfather went to an old people’s home.

	00.15.00
	He describes the 2 gardeners, Frederick Sant and Pete Lofthouse.

Fred’s wife was very kind and Mark occasionally went to afternoon tea there. Fred was a very experienced gardener, but couldn’t drive. Mark’s grandfather used to pay for the couple to go to the Southport flowers show. When Fred retired, Mark’s grandfather helped and paid for him to find a new house.

Pete Lofthouse lived very near the Red House and still does, and has a very productive garden. M’s grandfather paid for Pete to learn to drive and Pete drove Mark round the Peak District. Pete started as an under gardener and became a very competent gardener.

	00.25.20
	Mark’s grandfather paid for a tutor for Pete. When he sold the Red House, he ensured Pete got a new job. Other details about the old tools, the workshops, central heating put in and greenhouses built.

	00.28.45
	The first mention of Caldwell’s and a trick Mark and his cousin played on his grandfather with some tomato seeds.

Mark describes first going to Caldwell’s with his grandfather. He describes the shop in Knutsford, with its tools. He remembers a lot of glazing. His grandfather had an account there which was settled monthly. Mark himself bought stuff there, including the spade in the photo. His grandfather used to send Pete there to buy things. All the plants in the garden came from Caldwell’s including James Grieves apple trees and loganberries.

	00.34.49
	Mark remembers that towards the end (of Caldwell’s) some of the place was levelled and they started building houses.

	00. 35.58
	Description of shops in Knutsford, near Caldwell’s in 1960s and 70s

“I remember a lot more about going into Knutsford with my grandmother, shopping at all the individual shops. You could park anywhere, because there weren’t many cars, there were no yellow lines.

There was Watson’s the coffee ship, which had been there for years. In fact the whole town of course was where Egerton was; he didn’t allow any industry in Knutsford or around there, which is why it’s such a countrified place. There’s no smoke; it was a nice place to live and this is all because Egerton wanted his wife to be able to go shopping there. I don’t know if anyone else has put it that way (not quite that way). In fact if you look at all the council housing and the town hall, there’s E for Egerton rather than a town crest.

So, you went past Caldwell’s, down the hill and in fact on the right there’s a road that goes to Mobberley and there was a pork butcher called Hammonds there. The shop front’s completely gone, made into a window now. There are some Worthington (?) cottages there. You went under the railway bridge, past the library, which is a fantastic Arthur Carnegie library, which has survived quite well because it’s a nursery now. Then there was Hewitt’s toy shop on the right, then Miss Baillie’s the greengrocer, opposite Watson’s. Then a bit further along there was Hitchmough’s the ironmonger on the left.

There’s a place that’s called Belle Epoque, that I think was a coffee house then. There’s a pot Siamese cat next to the fire. That was when I was a child and it’s still there. And of course all the Mrs. Gaskell’s stuff. Then there was Quinn’s (there were no tea shops or wine bars then), Quinn’s the opticians. Then an antique dealer on the other side, then Mr Hull’s (?) the shoemaker on the right hand side, then the Post Office. Then there was Spades the fishmongers and Spades the greengrocers. Then Canute café, which was a much higher quality café than it is today and all sorts of other stuff. In fact I enjoy going to Knutsford now, and if I see an old person, asking them where one of these shops is and they go “Oh, that’s not been there for years, dear”.”
Mark enjoys going there now. He describes Harding Watt houses, with a lot of rich people which suited Caldwell’s.
Finally, he mentions that Pete Lofthouse got a job at Tatton and hopes he is happy there.
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